BETWEEN H&BERTISTS AND DANTONISTS
garden, "Behold," he said with emotion, "the most
worth-while portion of the human family. The universe
is here assembled. How sublime is Nature's work. How
the tyrants must tremble at the thought of this feast."
He was so absorbed that he forgot to watch the clock.
He was due at the Assembly at nine. It was already past
that time and messengers had been sent to look for
him. When he noticed the hour, he left hastily. As
he entered the hall, he was applauded, but there were
those who said: "He has made us wait purposely. He
acts as if he were king."
Headed by Robespierre, the deputies now filed out of
the shadowy hall into the brilliant sunshine, and ranged
themselves in an amphitheatre erected against the build-
ing. Robespierre took up a position at a little pulpit in
the centre. When the last notes of the Marseillaise that
greeted the appearance of the Convention had died and
the applause had subsided, Robespierre spoke: "God",
he said, "has not created kings to be the devourers of
the human race. He has not created priests to harness
men like dumb, driven cattle to the royal chariot. He has
made the universe to testify to His greatness. He has
made men to aid and cherish one another and to find
happiness upon the path of virtue. . . ."
There was great applause, but among the deputies
there were some who muttered sneeringly: "Listen to
the pontiff!"
Robespierre then descended towards a great circular
basin, in the centre of which was a statuary group,
made of inflammable material, representing, in hideous
form, Atheism, Egotism, Discord and Ambition. A
lighted torch was handed him and he touched it to the
group. A column of flame and smoke shot up high into
the air, while the multitude applauded. When the
flames died and the smoke cleared, there was revealed a
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